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ABSTRACT 

In recapitulation, the present invention is a method and apparatus for the 
reliable removal and installation of a component feeding system, such as a direct 
die feeder, within a printed circuit board or similar assembly machine such as those 
used in the assembly of printed circuit boards. The invention employs a docking 
channel operatively affixed to the assembly machine, where the docking channel 
includes at least a pair of parallel grooves into which alignment rails on the 
component feeder may be inserted. In this way, the position of the component 
feeder may be controlled. The docking channel may further include stops, safety 
locks, alignment pins and a transport device to facilitate easy removal and 
exchange of component feeders on an assembly machine. 
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